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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1 308. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is response to communications: application, filed on 08/07/2001; 
amendment filed on 02/26/2009. Claims 1,4, 6, 11, 15, 17-18,21,23-26,28,31-35,41,43,45, 
47 and 49 are pending; claims 1, 4, 6, 11, 15, 17-18, 21, 23-26, 28, 31-35, 41, 43, 45, 47 and 49 
are amended; claims 2-3, 5, 7-10, 12-14, 16, 19-20, 22, 27, 29-30, 36-40, 42, 44, 46 and 48 are 
canceled. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee. 

3. Authorization for those examiner's amendments were given in a telephone 
interview with Attorney Joseph Wrkich, Reg. No. 53,796 on May 1, 2009. 

4. Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended): An image forming printing device configured to be connected 
to a plurality of other image forming printing devices via a network, said image forming printing 
device comprising: 

a web server which can be a centralized management server for the network in an event 
that the image printing device is selected as a centralized management device ; 
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a management unit configured to manage the plurality of other image forming p rinting 
devices and said image forming p rinting device; 

a comparing unit configured to compare characteristics for each of the plurality of other 
image forming printing devices and said image forming p rinting device; 

a selection unit, provided in said image forming printing device, configured to select a 
managing image forming printing device to manage the plurality of other image forming p rinting 
devices and said image forming p rinting device based on a result of a comparison between the 
characteristics for each of the plurality of other image forming printing devices and said image 
forming printing device, wherein said characteristics include one or more of central processing 
unit performance, memory size, or average load, wherein the managing image forming p rinting 
device is selected by said selection unit out of a group including the plurality of other image 
forming printing devices and said image forming printing device; and 

a setting unit configured to set a default URL for said web server to correspond to a the 
web server of the managing image forming printing device selected by the selection unit, 
wherein default URLs of web servers in the plurality of other image forming p rinting devices are 
also set to correspond to the web server of the managing image forming p rinting devicet 

a checking unit configured to check if another image printing device is managing the 
plurality of other image printing devices and said image printing device; and 

a disabling unit configured to disable the management unit when the another image 
printing device is managing the plurality of other image printing devices and said image printing 
device. 
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4. (Currently Amended): The image forming p rinting device of claim 3- 1, further 
comprising: 

an enabling unit configured to enable said management unit when the managing image 
forming printing device selected by said selection unit is said image forming p rinting device. 

5. (Canceled). 

6. (Currently Amended): The image forming p rinting device of claim 3- 1, wherein said 
management unit comprises: 

a receiving unit configured to receive instructions from a user station connected to the 
network; 

a requesting unit configured to request and receive information from the plurality of other 
image forming printing devices; 

a configuration setting unit configured to set configurations for the plurality of other 
image forming printing devices; and 

a transmitting unit configured to transmit information to the user station. 

9-10. (Canceled). 

11. (Currently Amended): A system comprising: 

a plurality of image forming printing devices connected to a network, wherein each 
image forming printing device of said plurality of image forming printing devices comprises: 

a web server which can be a centralized management server for the network in an event 
that the image printing device is selected as a centralized management device ; 

a management unit configured to manage said plurality of image forming p rinting 
devices; 
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a comparing unit configured to compare characteristics for each of the plurality of other 
image forming printing devices and said image forming p rinting device; 

a selection unit, provided in each image forming printing device, configured to select a 
managing image forming printing device to manage said plurality of image forming p rinting 
devices based on a result of a comparison between the characteristics for each of the plurality of 
other image forming p rinting devices, said image forming printing device, wherein said 
characteristics include one or more of central processing unit performance, memory size, or 
average load, wherein said managing image forming printing device is selected by said selection 
unit out of a group including said plurality of image forming printing devices, which includes 
image forming printing devices other than said image forming printing ; and 

a setting unit configured a default URL for said web server to correspond to a web server 
of the managing image forming printing device selected by the selection unit, wherein default 
URLs of web servers in the plurality of other image forming printing devices are also set to 
correspond to the web server of the managing image forming printing device; 

a checking unit configured to check if another image printing device is managing the 
plurality of other image printing devices and said image printing device; and 

a disabling unit configured to disable the management unit when the another image 
printing device is managing the plurality of other image printing devices and said image printing 
device . 

14 (Canceled). 

15. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 44 1 1, wherein each image forming 
printing device further comprises: 
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an enabling unit configured to enable said management unit. 

16. (Canceled). 

17. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 44 wherein said management unit 
comprises: 

a requesting unit configured to request and receive information from said plurality of 
image forming printing devices. 

1 8. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 44 11, wherein said management unit 
comprises: 

a receiving unit configured to receive instructions from a user station connected to said 
network; 

a requesting unit configured to request and receive information from said plurality of 
image forming printing devices; 

a configuration setting unit configured to set configurations for said plurality of image 
forming printing devices; and 

a transmitting unit configured to transmit information to said user station. 

2 1 . (Currently Amended): A method for managing a plurality of image forming printing 
devices connected to a network, comprising the steps of: 

comparing, at an image forming printing device of said plurality of image forming 
printing devices, characteristics for each of the plurality of image forming printing devices and 
the image forming p rinting device; 

using the image forming printing device of said plurality of image forming printing 
devices to select a managing image forming p rinting device to manage said plurality of image 
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forming printing devices based on a result of a comparison of the characteristics for each of the 
plurality of other image forming printing devices and said image forming printing device, 
wherein said characteristics include one or more of central processing unit performance, memory 
size, or average load; 

managing said plurality of image forming printing devices from said managing image 
forming printing device, said managing image printing device including a web server configured 
to be a centralized management server for the network ; and 

setting default URLs of web servers for said image forming p rinting devices to 
correspond to ft the web server for said managing image forming p rinting device, wherein said 
managing image forming printing device is selected out of a group including said plurality of 
image forming printing devices, which includes image forming printing devices other than said 
image forming printing device used to select said managing image forming printing device; 

checking, at said managing image printing device, if another image printing device is 
selected to manage the plurality of other image printing devices and said image printing device; 
and 

disabling, at said managing image printing device, a management function of said 
managing image printing device when the another image printing device is functioning as a 
centralized management device . 

22. (Canceled). 

23. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 21, wherein the step of managing from 
said managing image forming printing device comprises the step of: 

receiving instructions from a user station connected to said network. 
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24. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 21, wherein the step of managing from 
said managing image forming printing device comprises the step of: 

requesting and receiving information from said plurality of image forming printing 
devices. 

25. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 21, wherein the step of managing from 
said managing image forming printing device comprises the steps of: 

receiving instructions from a user station connected to said network; 
requesting and receiving information from said plurality of image forming printing 
devices; 

setting configurations for said plurality of image forming printing devices; and 
sending information to said user station. 

28. (Currently Amended): A computer program product, comprising: 
a computer storage medium and a computer program code mechanism embedded in the 
computer storage medium for causing an image forming printing device to manage a plurality of 
image forming printing devices connected to a network, the computer program code mechanism 
comprising: 

a first computer code device configured to manage said plurality of image forming 
printing devices from a managing image forming printing device that includes a web server 
which can be a centralized management server for the network in an event that the image 
printing device is selected as a centralized management device ; 

a second computer code device configured to compare characteristics for each of the 
plurality of other image forming printing devices and said image forming printing device; 
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a third computer code device configured to select said managing image forming printing 
device to manage said plurality of image forming printing devices based on a result of the 
comparing of the characteristics for each of the plurality of other image forming printing devices 
and said image forming p rinting device, wherein said characteristics include one or more of 
central processing unit performance, memory size, or average load; 

a fourth computer code device configured set default URLs of web servers for said 
image forming printing devices to correspond to a the web server for said managing image 
forming printing device, wherein said managing image forming printing device is selected out of 
a group including said plurality of image forming printing devices, which includes image 
forming printing devices other than said image forming printing device used to select said 
managing image forming printing device; 

a fifth computer code device configured to check if another image printing device is 
managing the plurality of other image printing devices and said image printing device; and 

a sixth computer code device configured to disable a management function of the 
managing image printing device when the another image printing device is managing the 
plurality of other image printing devices. 

30. (Canceled) 

3 1 . (Currently Amended): The computer program product of claim 3# 28, further 
comprising: 

a sixth seventh computer code device configured to enable said first computer code 

device. 
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32. (Currently Amended): The computer program product of claim 30 28, further 
comprising: 

a sixth a seventh computer code device configured to disable said first computer code 

device. 

33. (Currently Amended): The computer program product of claim 28, wherein said first 
computer code device comprises: 

a fifth a seventh computer code device configured to receive instructions from a user 
station connected to said network. 

34. (Currently Amended): The computer program product of claim 28, wherein said first 
computer code device comprises: 

a fifth seventh computer code device configured to request and receive information from 
said plurality of image forming p rinting devices. 

35. (Currently Amended): The computer program product of claim 28, wherein said first 
computer code device comprises: 

a Sffli seventh computer code device configured to receive instructions from a user 
station connect to said network; 

a sixth an eighth computer code device configured to request and receive information 
from said plurality of image forming printing devices; 

a seventh ninth computer code device configured to set configurations for said plurality 
of image forming printing devices; and 

an eight tenth computer code device configured to send information to said user station. 
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41. (Currently Amended): The image forming p rinting device of claim 1, wherein said 
image forming printing device is a printer, a multi-function peripheral, a digital copier, a fax 
machine, a copy machine, or a combination thereof. 

43. (Currently Amended): The system of claim 11, wherein at least one image forming 
printing device of said plurality of image forming p rinting devices is a printer, a multi-function 
peripheral, a digital copier, a fax machine, a copy machine, or a combination thereof. 

45. (Currently Amended): The method of claim 21, wherein said one image forming 
printing device is a printer, a multi-function peripheral, a digital copier, a fax machine, a copy 
machine, or a combination thereof. 

47. (Currently Amended): The computer program product of claim 28, wherein said one 
image forming printing device is a printer, a multi-function peripheral, a digital copier, a fax 
machine, a copy machine, or a combination thereof. 

49 (Currently Amended): The image forming p rinting device of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

a network interface configured to communicate with the network, wherein a 
communication request to a non-selected image forming printing device that is not the managing 
image forming printing device is routed by a web server in the non-selected image forming 
printing device to the managing image forming printing device. 

Reasons for allowance 

With respect to claims 1, 11,21 and 28. The prior arts of record, singly or in combination 
fails to teach the features of claim(s) limitations thereof. Specially, inter alia, it fails to teach an 
image printing device configured to be connected to a plurality of other image printing devices 
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via a network, said image printing device comprising: a web server which can be a centralized 
management server for the network in an event that the image printing device is selected as a 
centralized management device; a management unit configured to manage the plurality of other 
image printing devices and said image printing device; a comparing unit configured to compare 
characteristics for each of the plurality of other image printing devices and said image printing 
device; a selection unit configured to select a managing image printing device to manage the 
plurality of other image printing devices and said image printing device based on a result of a 
comparison between the characteristics for each of the plurality of other image printing devices 
and said image printing device, wherein said characteristics include one or more of central 
processing unit performance, memory size, or average load, wherein the managing image 
printing device is selected by said selection unit out of a group including the plurality of other 
image printing devices and said image printing device; a setting unit configured to set a default 
URL for said web server to correspond to the web server of the managing image printing device 
selected by the selection unit, wherein default URLs of web servers in the plurality of other 
image printing devices are also set to correspond to the web server of the managing image 
printing device; a checking unit configured to check if another image printing device is 
managing the plurality of other image printing devices and said image printing device; and a 
disabling unit configured to disable the management unit when the another image printing device 
is managing the plurality of other image printing devices and said image printing device. 

Claims 4, 6, 15, 17-18, 23-26, 31-35, 41, 43, 45, 47 and 49 further limit the allowed 
claims, therefore they are also allowed. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance". 

Conclusions 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LAN-DAI Thi TRUONG whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7959. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday from 8:30am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A. Follansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Ldt. 

05/08/2009. 
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